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&Y North Branford High School  Early Winter, January 2010

Dear Parents, :

As | write this letter, NBHS is preparing for the annual alumnae return :
event. The class of 2009 is invited to a breakfast, has time to socialize with *
students and staff, provides commentary on their post secondary experi- =
ences and participates in a panel presentation to our junior class. This:
program is important because our graduates give us important information :
that we use to improve our school. A few highlights that | have heard over :
. ’ the last four years are that our graduates appreciate how much our faculty :
: and staff care about them and their four years of learning as well. Many of our most challeng-
:ing courses are mentioned as experiences that prepare our graduates to be successful and =
Eoften more successful than their new friends at college. Some graduates mention that the:
: personal finance information in the Junior/Senior course curriculum has helped them manage :
- their lives. Recently, our graduates have said the block schedule allowed them to learn how to: :
plan their work load and sustain their attention during longer classes.

: Over the last few years, we have used this important information to support some of the :

: changes in our high school programs. For example, a few years ago, we heard that our art.
:and music programs did not offer enough courses to prepare students majoring in these areas :

:to be successful in their first year at college. We also heard that the many long researchE
: papers were overwhelming to manage in college. | am pleased to report that we have been :
* able to add courses to both our art and music program over the last two years. We are also :
: adding more research opportunities to our student writing experiences. In fact, one of our:

rexpectations for student l earning related: to ou
A group ofwi dfiesoc haallbr i cs can be f ountp:/: 0on ou

: nbhs.northbranfordschools.org (click on them at the bottom of the first page). The rubric for :
: writing is last. This important teaching and learning tool allows our staff in almost all subjects =
‘'t o measure studentsd writing in four i mporitant w
-tently well on this rubric will ensure our students will be successful with any writing they do
- after they graduate. | hope you will join us in supporting your child in improving their writing :
- skills by encouraging them to produce the best writing they can with each assignment. Your :
: : support by simply reading their writing and talking about their thinking will go a long way |n
motlvatlng your child to seek success in this important sKill.

: - In December, | communicated to all parents using the mass communication system to make : -
you aware that we are sending progress reports via the email system. This more effectlveE
: method will replace the failure warning letters. These progress reports will be sent at the mid- :
: marking period date and a week before grades close for the marking period. Please contact :

: zour guidance department if you have not received these emails.
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News from the Guidance Department
Phone 2034841475

Scheduling for the 2022011 school year will begin for all students during the week of Feb
1st. Students will first receive their teacher recommendation forms and a copy of the Prd
Studies and then complete their course requests online begin Febrlarpa@nts will be able
view those course requests through PowerSchool between Marichd' and are encouraged
contact the recommending teacher if they have any questions about classes. Please note
sel ors cannot make changes to teacherso
access information pl ease contact your
ules will be mailed home in August.

The Junior Seminar will be held on Tuesday, Febru&ftjr@m 9:15i 10:35 in the North Branfor
Auditorium. All Juniors will be required to attend and their parents/guardians are strongly
aged to join us for this important event. Students will receive important information about th
high school planning process as well as copies of their transcripts to date and registration
for the 20162011 school year. During February and March, students and their parents
scheduled to meet individually with their school counselor to review their classes and cre
discuss potential posiigh school plans.

All Sophomores and Juniors who took the PSATs on OctoBeetdived their scores in Decem
during presentations in the computer labs. If parents or students have any questions about
ing the scores, or if anyone did not receive their scores because they were absent, pleg
hesitate to contact the Guidance Office. Students are strongly encouraged to go g
www.collegeboard.com/quicksteaind use their access code (found on the top-Hght corner o
their PSAT Score Report) to find customized information to help study for the SATs and

college and career options. This free service is available for all students who took the PSAT

The Eighth Grade Parent Orientation Night is scheduled for Tuesday, Febrtfaay Z00PM ir
the Auditorium. Parents of incoming students are invited to this informative presentation ak
at NBHS, credit and course requirements, recommendations for graduation and college ad
and an overview of expectations.
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Through their Health 10 class, Sophomores will be working with our career center aide, Stephanie

Cangiano, to complete an online personality/learning style assessmentalMthat You Arg
Students will use the information they receive to begin exploring potential career interesi3o
What You Areprogram gives students detailed information about hundreds of careers, in
how much education is required, what kinds of classes to take, average salary, and thd
number of annual job openings in the field.
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http://www.collegeboard.com/quickstart
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| ART NEWS B
The Art Department has some exciting things going on this year. We started an %
Art Club, where students are invited to create art for community projects, school 7n
beautification and by hosting studio art events after school in order for students &
to increase their knowledge of particular mediums and genres.

2 We also have a rotation of artwork on permanent display in the town hall. Our district wide Art
10 Show will take place at Edward Smith Library on March 24, 2010 at 4:00 PM.
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= COOPERATIVE WORK EXPERIENCE

sionally during job interviews, as well as understand workplace laws and their rights.

from the Big Green Pizza Truck come and discuss what it takes to effectively start
from the ground up.
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North Branford Scholarship Association News &
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senior scholarships. The Scholarship Association has awarded more than $730,000
graduating seniors during its 42 year history. Meetings for the 2010 scholarship progr
begin on Wednesday, January®20 7:00 p.m. in the NBHS library. Volunteers are need
make this year a success. If you are interested, please contact Lars Selanddr3atl 488 you'
are unable to volunteer but would still like to make a tax deductible donation, please se
% contributions to NBSF, P.O. Box 241, North Branford, CT 06471.
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Wednesday, January 13
FI;'?)T?I%J’\II\;IF at 7 0 8:30PM in the NBHS Library
Topics will be: How is our block scheduling working? and
What should the senior capstone project look like?

Both of these topics are related to some possible changes at NBHS. Parent
participation is needed as we make deci g
experiences. | am looking forward to seeing you at this important meeting!
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The CWE course at the high school is a course that prepares students to enter the wofld of work.
Students learn how to prepare an effective resume and cover letter, present themsejves profes-

The students also have the opportunity to listen to guest speakers who talk about what it is like to
work in a specific career. John Florio, a native of North Branford, recently spoke with the stu-
dents about what it takes to enter the firefighting profession. We have also had DQug Coffin

business

@ The North Branford Scholarship Association is a volunteer organization which raises mo@y for
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Free FAFSA Filing Workshop
Tuesday, January 19, 2010

6:00PM & 7:00PM

North Branford High School Library

The NBHS Guidance Department is pleased to offer to the parents of NBHS Sen-
lors an opportunity to file your Federal Financial Aid Form (the FAFSA) elec-
tronically at NBHS during an hodong workshop led by our Financial Aid Night
presenter, Michael Dailey.

Parents will be able to follow along a guided scrbgiscreen presentation and
will submit their FAFSA oAine by the end of the workshop.

Registration is firstome, firstserved and is limited to a total of 12 families per
hour, due to space and privacy considerations. Parents who are interested in reg-
istering for this workshop should email Abby DeTaaue-
tour@northbranfordschools.qrgr call 203484-1475. Please specify if you
would prefer 6:00 or 7:00 PM. Requests will be honored as much as possible.

You must come to the workshop with all of the documents that you will need to
complete the FAFSA. A list of these documents can be emailed to you upon reg-
Istration, or you can pick up a copy in the Guidance Department.

If you are interested in participating in this unique opportunity or have any ques-
tions about the workshop, please contact Abby DeTour.

Reqgistration deadline: January 14
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